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SUNDAY SERVICE AT COBRAM 


NEWSRAIL 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


August was a very interesting month for the railfan in 
Victoria. With some services being axed over the last few 
years, it was good to see the passenger service restored to 


» Cobram from Numurkah. This was celebrated with a 
| special train from Melbourne and it carried the Minister 
for Transport, Mr Crabb, north of Shepparton. 


Sunday, 21st August had the railfans on the move all 
day. An air display was on at Point Cook and as the over- 
head had not been switched on to Werribee, Harris car 


sets were hauled by X and B classes. With speeds of 115 


km/h required to keep the tight timetables, the fans were 
treated to a fine display of low flying. 

At 14 00 0n the same day, Mr Crabb was unveiling the 
new V/Line logo to be carried by the railways. Special 
trains were run to Essendon to mark the occassion. 

For all who are interested in locos, Tuesday, 23rd 
August was a very big day. Sneaking quietly into 
Melbourne as a second unit on a Jet we found Australian 
National’s 942. While Victoria has always been the 
domain for Clyde built diesels it was pleasing to see an 
Alco arrive. It stayed until Friday, 26th. The reason for 
its visit is believed to be that the powers to be would like 
to have them as trailing unit on the Overland. 


Front Cover: B84 prepares to depart Spencer St with 
the inaugral ‘“V/Line” passenger train to Essendon. 
Sun.21.8.83. (Greg King) 
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Opposite above: With the Cobram service being re- 
instated recently, we turn back the clock and see T385 
and T410 arriving at Cobram with the last train when the 
service was cut. 


Opposite below: The locos have run around, added 
extra cars and now await departure. (Both photos 
Jim Gordon) 
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V/Line, a New Era 


Corporate identities for 
Victoria’s railways over the years. 


| 7 
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Above: B84 head a new “V/Line” train through North 


WL INE Melbourne during free public trips to Essendon. 21.8.83. 
Ol EN D, LY Below: X47 draws into No.1 platform at Spencer St with the 


first “V/Line” train. (Both photos Greg King) 
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Gatekeeping isn’t as easy as it looks 


The Victorian Railways Magazine, December, 1925. 


Gatekeeper P. O’Brien has been opening the gates at 
the Park Street level-crossing, Moonee Ponds, for the 
past 18 years, and remembers the days when motor 
cars were far from common. He anticipates one of the 
busiest Christmases on record this year, and in this 
special interview discusses some of the little-known 


aspects of his responsible job. 


Park St level-crossing, about half a mile out from 
Moonee Ponds station, is one of the busiest crossings 
in the State, and boasts the only automatic signalling 
frame in use in any gatekeeper’s cabin in Victoria. 

Mr Patrick O’Brien smilingly admits that he has con- 
trolled affairs at the crossing for 18 years. His strong 
physique and jaunty bearing give good promise for 
another 18. 

‘“‘When I first came here’’, he declares, ‘“‘motor cars 
were nearly as scarce aS our leisure moments are at 
present. I say nearly as scarce, for now and again we 
used to see a motor.” 

“Things have changed, though. It’s absolutely 
impossible now, even if it were permissible, to leave 
the gates unattended for one minute’. 

“You see, we have to keep the gates continually 
open for trains, but must run out and open them when 
a car or vehicle draws up to get through, provided, of 
course, that the automatic signalling frame indicates 
that there is no train approaching.” 

This automatic signalling frame is the ordinary type 
in use in signal boxes, and was installed at Park-street 
early in 1918. 


Safety first is not all slogans 

It shows two lengths of track, which are illuminated 
by an electric glow, but which darkens immediately a 
train approaches. 

From the time the glow disappears, the gates must 
remain closed to road traffic, even if all the King’s 
horses and all the King’s men were kept waiting. 

Besides keeping the road gates closed, the 
gatekeeper operates levers which automatically lock 
the wicket-gates and prevent pedestrians also from 
crossing the rails. 

Finally, when the train has passed, and the 
gatekeeper is free to open the gates for waiting vehi- 
cles, he must first switch over an ingenious device in 
his cabin, which controls signals on each side of the 
crossing, and gives warning to approaching trains that 
the gates are open for road traffic. 

The Department, it will be seen, doesn’t restrict its 
“safety first’’ activities to slogans and appeals to the 
public. 

‘Yes, we’re kept busy’’, continues Mr O’Brien. 
“Our aim is to keep the train wheels moving, and at 
the same time prevent delays to the public. I think we 
can safely claim to have done this successfully. 

“It?s no easy matter to let motors across without 
delay. Even at the slack periods of the day, we have a 
15-minute service, while between 5 and 6 p.m., we 
handle — let me see’’, Mr O’Brien consults a large 
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time-table hanging on the wall, ‘‘yes 24 electric trains, 
as well as a couple of expresses. 

‘‘And on Saturdays, when there’s race meetings at 
Mooney Valley or football matches at Essendon, well 
soa ? 


Words fail the gatekeeper, and he shrugs his broad 
shoulders expressively. 

Mr O’Brien is of opinion that this year’s Christmas 
traffic will be extremely heavy. 


Everybody’s buying cars 

‘‘Everybody’s buying cars nowadays’, he remarks, 
“and if the weather is any way warm, well, we'll be 
warm too before we’re finished’’. 

Night work constitutes the most trying portion of a 
gatekeeper’s life. After the last train has passed, the 
gates are locked against road traffic, but the gatekeeper 
must be prepared at any moment to jump out of bed 
and rush out to let a car through. 

“It’s amazing how people will persist in selecting the 
darkest and wettest nights to go home late by car’’, 
says the gatekeeper musingly. ‘“‘Springing out of a 
warm bed in the early hours of a winter morning, toss- 
ing on a few clothes, and stumbling out into the cold to 
open the gates for a carload of drunks isn’t much of a 
joke, you know. 

“Still, the job has its occasional compensations, too. 
One day I saw a rather wild-looking customer walk 
through the gates, turn round, walk back again, stop 
and stare round him for a bit, and then walk across the 
line again. 

The Postmaster-General! 

‘He kept this up for quite a while, and at length I 
went out and asked him what was the game. He replied 
very calmly that he was the Postmaster-General, and 
started walking across the line again. 

“‘We rang up the police, and found out that he was a 
mental case who had escaped from Carlton.”’ 

Mr O’Brien is pardonably proud of the fact that dur- 
ing his 18 years’ experience at Moonee Ponds he has 
never been in any way concerned in a railway mishap 
or accident of any kind. 

If carefulness counts for anything, he never will be. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights ? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down | 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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Mt Buffalo Chalet Revisited 


Ba SUR ARE ng FEE 


Ce pela EE int 


Oe sae 


The VR Mt Buffalo Chalet offers old world charm similiar to a train of AE and BE cars. 


In 1909 the Victorian Government Public Works 
Department constructed a chalet which was leased to 
private enterprise as a guest house, altitude 1337 
metres above sea level on the plateau of Mt Buffalo 
National Park 336 km from Melbourne. With such a 
progressive outlook towards tourism, and its associated 
rail travel — particularly in those days before 
widespread ownership of private motor cars the VR 
then under the Chairmanship of Harold Clapp 
purchased the Chalet on 1.10.1924. The Department 
progressively improved and modernised the buildings 
to a capacity of 187 guests. 

A Department road motor service was provided on 
1.6.1925 between Porepunkah railway station and the 
Chalet. Earlier, visitors faced an 8 hour 31 km uphill 
journey in primitive horse drawn vehicles. At holiday 
periods through expresses were scheduled to Bright to 
cater for heavy patronage to the Chalet. Since 1952 
following cessation of the regular passenger train ser- 
vices on the Bright line, the road motor service has 
operated between the Chalet and Wangaratta station 
connecting with mainline trains. 

Like a number of facets of the VR, the Chalet, 
sometimes irreverently referred to as ‘‘the unwanted 
orphan of the Refreshment Branch’’ gradually 
suffered from neglect. However, in recent years there 
has been considerable effort towards restoration of the 
all wooden ornate buildings and a determination 
towards promoting the Chalet as a viable business. 
Special package deals help fill otherwise empty beds 
during the off peak seasons. Thus, Aunt Freda and 
family took advantage of the attractive $75 Weekender 
(covering accommodation and all meals Friday even- 
ing through after lunch Sunday) during last May. 
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POT 


(POT) 


A visit to the Chalet is like turning the clock back to 
the 1920s — somewhat similar to transferring from the 
present day orange N set to a well kept train of AEs 
and BEs. Corridors and rooms have half height var- 
nished wood walls. Some sections previously painted 
over for ‘‘modernity’’ sake are being stripped down 
and revarnished. Some of the furniture would bring 
good prices at a antique sale. In addition to central 
heating there’s cherry open wood fires blazing in public 
rooms. Isolated from the SEC network, the VR still 
provides its own electricity. Hence there’s a gentle hint 
to not waste it and overtax the generators. probably, as 
a result, instead of power consuming electric blankets 
there’s good old fashioned hot water bags to comfort 
those with cold feet. In case of fire, the instruction 
behind each door says ‘‘Guests should not panic but 
walk calmly to the front lawn taking a blanket with 
you’. Wall mounted varnished wooden telephone 
units like those that once took pride alongside the 
morse code apparatus in most VR establishments still 
grace the main office. The hot water system has its 
peculiarities. Whilst her favourite nephew got instant 
boiling water in room 106, Aunt Freda in legendary 
room 99 blossomed into goose-bumps watching icy 
cold water spraying from her shower nozzle. A tongue- 
in-the-cheek report to the office that the hot water was 
still cold after running the shower for 5 minutes was 
resolved by a smile and reply: ‘‘The poor old gas 
heaters are burning their hearts out trying to keep up 
with the demand — try letting it run for 20 minutes 
dear’’! Accustomed to Melbourne’s drought stricken 
water restrictions our consciences worried us at first 
until we saw the Chalet’s mountain water supply 
stream overflowing from recent rains. 


NEWSRAIL 


The main dining room, somewhat reminiscent to the 
one at the old Spencer St station is a delight in old 
world charm. Varnish everywhere. Clean crisp white 
table cloths and linen serviettes (no disposable paper 
ones here) and those almost forgotten solid silver 
RRR salt and peppers and cutlery. Staff were prompt 
and most courteous — some you might see from time 
to time serving in the VR’s dining cars — all smartly 
dressed in jackets and bow-ties. In contrast to expecta- 
tions and with horror memories of being rushed 
through a pre-departure dinner on the Aurora. Staff 
encouraged you to enjoy a relaxed meal. Apart from 
the usual cereals, the breakfast menu offered 11 other 
choices. Guests planning to be away from the Chalet at 
midday are provided with belly bursting take-away pic- 
nic lunches or barbecue packs. Prior to the provision of 
a sensible liquor licence in recent years smuggling was 
prolific. Now a well stocked bottle shop offers a wide 
variety of ales and wines, some with Mt Buffalo Chalet 
souvenir labels and dining room staff charge no cor- 
kage fee. 

Perhaps the only sad disillusionment about the 
Chalet is the present day method of summoning guests 
to meals. Instead of the head waiter clanging the highly 
polished ornate dinner gong affixed to a wall and made 
from the brass casing of a 1914-18 War ammunition 
shell, our ears were shattered by jangling of a hidden 
electronically operated bell of the same intensity and 
disaffection as those which previously despatched 
suburban trains and still send off country and inters- 
tate trains. 

Entertainment at the Chalet is organised on similar 
lines to being on board ship — bingo, movies, cards 
and not forgetting the Saturday night dance in the 
ballroom together with sumptious supper — free! In 
one of the parlours there’s a grand piano and for seek- 
ing refuge from those who can’t go past the TV room 


The advertisement below is taken from a 1925 Railway 
Magazine and spells out the delights of the Chalet. Please do 
not try to ring the phone number on it. 


there’s the quiet room where the minimum age of 
occupants is 16. Outside hundreds of friendly parrots 
and other feathered birds land on your head and 
shoulders seeking to be fed. Other evidence of railway 
influence is that the manager wears a similar blue-grey 
uniform to station staff. Edmonson card rail type 
tickets which were previously dispensed for all ancillary 
services including billiards, snow gear, showers etc. are 
still issued for some meals — but — even Aunt Freda 
couldn’t convince the waitress to part with one for a 
souvenir. 

At our table there was an American visitor happily 
praising the charm of the Chalet. He had arrived on a 
quiet day when there were insufficent passengers to 
warrant the large VR bus. Instead he and a couple of 
others had enjoyed being bundled into a VR station- 
wagon which stopped at various Wangaratta shops 
while staff purchased bits ’n’ pieces for the Chalet. 
Quizzed how he had fared on the train from Melb- 
ourne and what color it was the Yank shuddered when 
describing the buffet arrangements. ‘‘It was one of 
those new orange things, quite comfortable. The gal 
said the hot water machine was on the blink. The cor- 
fee was shocking. She spooned the instant powder into 
a cup of cold water and shoved it in the micro wave 
oven.” There were also some blue cars in the consist 
indicating it wasn’t a new N set. Apparently the same 
consist (or was there another one!) was rostered on the 
evening train to Swan Hill the following Tuesday when 
Aunt Freda returned to Kerang. On learning that the 
‘“‘hot water thingos on the blink’’ and mindful of the 
Yank’s unfortunate experience with the coffee, Aunty 
ordered a cup of tea which was dutifully shoved in the 
micro wave oven only to come out cold! 

After 59 years under VR ownership the Chalet was 
expected to transfer to the State Tourist Authority on 
July 1. Even if the Edmonson tickets are abolished, it is 
hoped the old world atmosphere and varnish will be 
retained — the Chalet’s best selling qualities apart 
from the snow. 


in beautiful profusion. 


Call, Write or Phone 


| Government Tourist Bureau 


QUEEN’S WALK, opp. Town Hall 


MELBOURNE 
‘Phone Central, 2898 (4 Lines) 


is still Springtime 
on Mt. Butfalo 


Here, on these wonderful heights, thousands of feet 
from sea level, and millions of miles from dull care 
and worry, you can breathe the pure mountain air 
and wander among the wonderful rock formations of 
the Plateau; over grassy slopes and through shady 
valleys where the wildflowers star the grassy carpet 


SECURE YOUR ACCOMMODATION NOW 


Or Write 
The Manager, 


The Chalet, 
“MT. BUFFALO VICTORIA | 
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Member Trevor Penn has been going through early railway magazines at the Archives 
and has forwarded to us the following on the Mt Buffalo Chalet, also the Gatekeeping 
article. We will print more in the coming months. 


The Victorian Railways Magazine, September, 1925. 


GOOD ACCOMMODATION — ONE OF THE 
SECRETS OF A SUCCESSFUL HOLIDAY 


“Beautiful scenery and surroundings, but, oh, the 
accommodation was wretched!” 


Perhaps you have heard this remark when a friend has 
returned from a holiday. Perhaps you have used the 
self-same words yourself after your annual vacation. 
You will admit, therefore, that good accommodation is 
one of the ingredients necessary to your enjoyment 
while away from the comforts of your own home. 

The Victorian Railways Commissioners have long 
realised the need for an up-to-date guest house at one 
of our best resorts, so that a standard may be set for 
the many other beautiful resorts in the State. 

There is no denying that Mt Buffalo is one of our 
best resorts. In fact, overseas travellers who have been 
to Buffalo declare that it is the best spot of its kind in 
any part of the world. Is it any wonder, then, that the 
Commissioners took the Chalet over and have made it 
a “home away from home’’, and an adjunct to the 
beautiful surroundings. 

Money which has been spent to make the Chalet the 
best guest house in Australia has not been spent in 
vain. The place is already very popular, and bookings 
are pouring in for the spring and summer. People have 
since realised that Buffalo has charms all its own in the 
summer, and that it is a retreat for all seasons of the 
year. 

‘‘We want to give Victorians a taste for travel in their 
own State’’, declared the Chairman of the Railways 
Commissioners (Mr Clapp), when asked why the Rail- 
ways Department should go into the guest house busi- 
ness. ‘‘We want to see a reasonable number of good 
guest houses located at the many beauty spots in Vic- 
toria. I am satisfied that we can do this if we sell the 
idea properly. Our endeavour is to get the people to 
Buffalo, treat them well, and they will tell their friends 
about it. Buffalo Chalet will then be the standard for 
tourist accommodation, other houses on a similar scale 
will be established and people will remain in their own 
State for holiday travel.” 

Quite sound logic, this, when you sit down and think 
about it. 


Everything you could wish for 


To do nothing else but spend your time at the 
remodelled Chalet would be a holiday in itself. There is 
everything you could wish for. No need to worry about 
the cold in winter. Each room has steam-heated radi- 
tors. Hot and cold water is laid on. In summer the cli- 
mate is delightful — beautiful, cool evenings, and 
invigorating days. 

Examine the plan of the Chalet. You will see there 
the many conveniences which have been provided for 
your comfort. The dining room, for scenic views from 
- the windows, is equal to anything in the Canadian 
Rockies. As for the table — well, ask anyone who has 
been there since the alterations were made. 

There is a lounge, a fine ballroom and concert room, 
a smoking room, billiard rooms for ladies and gentle- 
men, buffet, library, music room, drying room, ample 
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bathrooms with hot and cold water constantly available 
and wireless, telephone, and post office with a daily 
mail service to keep you in touch with the outside 
world. 


Kitchen pleases the ladies 


In fact, the Buffalo Chalet is a small community in 
itself, set in surroundings composed at Nature’s best. 
The community suffers for want of nothing because of 
being so far away from the rush and tear of the every- 
day world. Almost anything you want may be 
purchased from the buffet counter. Amateur photo- 
graphers, or professionals, have been specially pro- 
vided for by a darkroom. Photographic items and 
sporting equipment are available at the Buffet. 

There are 90 rooms in the new Chalet. There are 
also three attractive and comfortable bungalows which 
will accommodate eight persons each. 

But it is the kitchen which will attract the attraction 
of the ladies. ‘‘However do they cater for so many and 
so expeditiously?’’ is the question which you will hear 
at the dining table. 

The Chalet mangement has nothing to hide as far as 
the kitchen is concerned. In fact, the chef and his assis- 
tants are proud of it. Special provision has been made 
for guests to visit the kitchen at specified times. It is 
well worth taking advantage of the opportunity of 
seeing how cooking is done on a large scale with a 
minimum of loss and inconvenience. 

The best recommendation which the Chalet can 
have is the praise of satisfied guests. The visitors’ book 
is full of praises, and if this could be broadcast to 
everyone contemplating a holiday there would not be 
sufficient room at the Chalet. 

Here’s one entry — ‘‘Having been here last year we 
are in a position to comment upon the great improve- 
ment which is apparent in the general appointments.” 

If what the Railways Commissioners have done at 
Buffalo induces other guest house proprietors to 
improve their establishments, and to give the best 
possible service to patrons, then the taking over of the 
Buffalo Chalet will have been fully justified. ‘‘See 
Australia first — start with Victoria’, is a common- 
sense slogan, and only the provision of the best possi- 
ble holiday accommodation for the people will 
oe them to see all the beauties of their own 

tate. 


BUFFALO STAFE’S 
CHALET OBJECTIVE 
The objective at 
Bedrooms - 
Staft ‘i : 30 . ellie cig 


Motor Cars- 5 

Height - 5645 ft. 

Mails ~ Daily 

Mountain Road: 
18 miles 


From Melbourne: 


210 miles 
Service-~the Best 


synonym for ser- 
vice. The staff is 
setting the pace, 
and hope that 
their standard 
will soon be that 
adopted through. 
out the State. 
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MT BUFFALO CHALET IMPROVEMENTS 


Extensive alterations and improvements to the 
Government chalet at Mt Buffalo are to be carried out 
by the Victorian Railways in the near future, and there 
can be no doubt that the additional tourist traffic which 
will be attracted to the Chalet in consequence of these 
improvements will more than justify the considerable 
expense which the Department is prepared to under- 
take. Mt Buffalo will be the finest tourist playground in 
Australia. 

A new dining-room 50 ft x 40 ft, to seat 150 per- 
sons, is being built, the present one being converted 
into a ballroom with a stage for amateur theatricals. By 
a happy arrangement, the living room of the Chalet 
staff will be situated at the rear of the stage, so that, 
although separated from the guests’ ballroom, the staff 
can also take advantage of the music for dancing. A 
large modern kitchen, fitted with cold storage facilities, 
is being provided, as well as an up-to-date laundry and 
a drying-room, where guests can leave their wet or 
damp attire and obtain it again in the morning 
thoroughly dried. 

The existing bathrooms are being modernised and 
others built. The whole place, of course, is electrically 
lighted and sewered. Provision has been made for visi- 
tors who may desire to make local purchases or obtain 
mementoes of their visit. A well-appointed motor 
garage, which will accommodate 20 cars, is to be con- 
structed; while that important department, the sport 
depot, has been entirely remodelled, and should be 
more popular than ever, if such a thing be possible. A 
fine wireless set, capable of receiving messages from 
America, has been installed. 

In order to accommodate any overflow of visitors, 
20 small bungalows, each capable of housing two visi- 
tors, are being built with every convenience and the 
same comforts as the Chalet itself. 

Outside, similar elaborate improvements have been 
decided on. At the rear of the Chalet, a skating pond 
will be provided with electric light, so that skating can 
be indulged in at night time. About ten minutes’ walk 
from the Chalet, a ski-ing slide, 400 yards long, is 
being prepared on a grade of about | in 4, and the 
tobogganing facilities are being improved. 

Also, when the lease of the road to the Mount, held 
by the motor and coach proprietor expires on 31st 
March, the road will be open to all tourist traffic and 
not restricted to privately-owned cars and tourists tra- 
velling by the lessee’s cars. This will enable holiday 
touring companies to include a call at the Chalet in 
their itineraries. 
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The Victorian Railway Magazine, July, 1925. 


BUFFALO TOURS DE LUXE 


Railway’s new 27-passenger sedan 


The determination of the Victorian Railways Commis- 
sioners to give the highest level of service for visitors 
to the celebrated Mt Buffalo tourist resort in north- 
eastern Victoria has meant more than the extensive 
alterations and improvements now approaching com- 
pletion at the well-known Chalet, which looks out over 
the mountains from the soaring granite heights of 
Buffalo. 


The Commissioners have just accepted delivery of a 
fine 27-passenger sedan (photograph herewith). 
Driven by a 50 horse-power engine, splendidly sprung 
and fitted with pneumatic tyres, luxuriously 
upholstered and equipped with a heating system deriv- 
ing heat from the engine exhaust, this magnificent car 
will enable the trip to be done from the railway to Mt 
Buffalo in the minimum time that safety permits and 
in perfect comfort. 


The car, which has a White engine and chassis, is 
equipped with an Australian-made body. It is fitted 
with fine plate-glass windows, commanding sweeping 
panoramic views in all directions, and capable of being 
lowered and raised by a most convenient fitting. A 
capacious boot at the rear of the car receives the 
passengers’ luggage. 


Generally, this car will be used for communication 
to and from the Chalet, and the train at Porepunkah or 
Bright, but it will also be available for providing con- 
nection in special circumstances with Wangaratta, on 
the main North-Eastern line, and we can easily see the 
day coming when many inter-State travellers will break 
the journey at Wangaratta, and take a trip of a day or 
two, perhaps over a weekend, to Mt Buffalo. 


With such a superior means of travel, running in 
conjunction with the fine expresses to the north-east, a 
trip to Mt Buffalo should have an irresistible appeal. 
The enterprise of the Commissioners cannot fail to 
evoke widespread appreciation, especially from 
tourists. 


The Buffalo Tours deluxe brand new 27-seater. A great step 
forward in engineering know how — a great boost to the tour- 
ist industry. 


The Victorian Railways Magazine, August, 1925. 


WOMAN DRIVES TO MT BUFFALO 
CHALET IN A FORD 


She had a wonderful time — appreciates comfortable 
chalet conveniences. 


by Miss Dorothy Hoy, in the ‘‘Ford News’’. 


It was the end of the tennis season, and members of 
our tennis club decided to celebrate it by taking a trip to 
Mt Buffalo. Leaving early in the morning in our little 
Ford de luxe, driven by myself, in company with a big 
car, we went through Yackandandah, and on to the 
lower gates of the Chalet, arriving there at 9.50 am. 

About three miles up the mountains we caught up to 
a big motor lorry carrying building materials to the 
Chalet. One wonders at the power of motor engines 
being able to climb that mountain with such a load on. 
We had to keep on pulling up behind it, as it travelled 
very slowly, and the road was too narrow for us to pass. 

We were rather doubtful as to how the Ford would 
take the mountain, as she carried five passengers and 
their luggage. It is a climb of 16 miles, and you rise 
1200 ft. We were told that it would be low-gear for a 
Ford all the way. 

However, we soon saw that our fears were ground- 
less, as she just romped over a great part of it on top 
gear, only boiled once all the way up, and kept in front 
of the big car all the way. 

It was a very happy party that arrived at the Chalet 
quite ready for the splendid lunch set before them. 

The Chalet has always been run under splendid 
mangement, but lately the Victorian Railways have 
taken it over, and the present arrangements are excel- 
lent. 

There is not a wish of the most fastidious person that 
is not provided for comfort and enjoyment from the 


big dining room, with its beautifully laid tables, to the 
comfortable lounges and big cosy chairs in the sitting 
room. And those great big glorious fires at night! The 
bedrooms are also so clean and comfortable. 


After lunch, our party went out on Bent’s Lookout, 
right in front of the Chalet, and the magnificence of it 
all astounded and appalled those who looked over that 
valley and straight down that 1200 ft for the first time. 


One overcomes that breathless feeling of how big, 
how wonderful, how grand, how all uncomprehending 
it all is. 

As to how those rocks came there, and as to how 
they stayed there, makes one marvel at the wonders of 
Nature and the God above who put those boulders 
there one on top of another. 


From there the party went to different lookouts, 
round by the Gorge, on to the Pulpit Rock, a very high 
pulpit indeed, 1170 ft and from there on to Mansfield’s 
and Reed’s Lookouts. 


Of course, the tennis court was inspected by us with 
great interest, and each longed for their racquet and 
ball. The beautiful asphalt court appealed to us all. The 
beautifully served seven-course dinner at night was 
greatly enjoyed. 

The whole party went off to bed early, but were up 
again at 5.30 next morning to see the sun rise. The 
effect well repaid them, for the dawn was wonderful. 


It was a glorious morning, and our party went for a 
brisk walk out to the Monolith, that strange, wonderful 
rock just balanced upon other rocks with over thirty 
steps straight up. 

After another hurried visit to Bent’s Lookout, the 
party started out on our return trip down the moun- 
tain, and the lower gates of the Chalet were reached 
quite safely. 


The sign on Wangaratta station shows where you change trains for the Chalet. 5.11.76. (Darryl M Gregory) 


ST 


WANGARATTA 
CHANGE FOR BRIGHT. BEECHWORTH 
& MT. BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK 
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Railways — a Fascination 


Ever since I can remember, the subject of railways 
has held some unexplained fascination and delight for 
me. 

Train travel offers the rider a perception of satisfac- 
tion and yet at the same time it can also relate a sense 
of mystery and excitement. The thought of not know- 
ing what lies around the next bend on a long train 
journey adds to the enjoyment and adventure one can 
experience whilst riding on a fast passenger train. 

My earliest recollection of riding a country train, was 
in the company of my parents. It was a steam hauled 
passenger train to Ararat. Interest at that stage did not 
extend to noting the engine class. It was probably this 
enlightening and enjoyable experience that kindled the 
flame. My interest was certainly not hereditary. I could 
not get interested at all in gardening the way my father 
did. I would rather torment him until he gave in and 
took me to the local railway station where I was free to 
watch the trains pass by. 

The railway fascination slowly but steadily grew to 
the stage where I was finally let loose on my first train 
adventure without the rest of the family. I can recall 
that the low Sunday excursion fares enabled me to 
travel great distances for a price that even my parents 
considered reasonable. 

Places such as Bendigo, Sale, Albury and Daylesford 
were my favourite destinations. In fact, the return trip 
offered to Daylesford on a Sunday was a great delight 
and eventually I was able to interest other school 
friends in coming. Their interests lay in the delights of 
hiring a rowing boat at Lake Jubilee, but mine was 
firmly committed to enjoying the pleasures of the 
sights and sounds of the train journey. 

After months of demands my parents finally 
relented and brought me a camera for Christmas. At 
last I could commence establishing a photo library that 
would help jog my memory of the fondest trips. 
Naturally my first efforts were not so good — appalling 
might be a better description — but time and effort 
helped to improve my ability. Black and white photos 
were the first attempts, but this later gave way to col- 
our slides and to numerous updated cameras with a 
variety of lenses. 

I must confess my interest did not really extend to 
enthusiast type rail trips, but rather I enjoyed more the 
coventional operated passenger trains where, in most 
cases, I was free to choose my own seat as near as 
possible to the locomotive. 

As my confidence and finances improved I tried my 
hand at travelling to interstate destinations. My first 
one was a long weekend jaunt to Adelaide. The com- 
fort of an individual roomette was pure delight and 
added to the impressions of my first interstate journey. 
To my mind nothing on earth could surpass the pure 
enjoyment of slumbering in a warm bed whilst outside 
the temperature was probably hovering around the 
zero mark and the ever present rain was beating 
against the windows. A roomette on a train gives one 
the impression that he is living in a protected cacoon 
completely oblivious to the drama of the outside world. 
The occasional lights of small communities flashing by 
the window only served to reinforce my visions of a 
protected sanctuary. 

My first trip on the Overland gave a lasting impres- 
sion and I must admit it is my favourite interstate train. 


SEPTEMBER 1983 


KEVIN WRIGHT 


This resulted in many repeated journeys to Adelaide. 

Another part of train travel that really delights me is 
enjoying a nice hot meal whilst travelling through the 
countryside at speeds up to 115 km/h. Thanks to the 
STA’s recent policy of supplying a snack bar on most 
Victorian services this is a practice I can now indulge in 
on most country train services. 

However, my interest does not just stop with 
i trains. There is much more to railways than 
that. 

The important imposing freight trains with their 
urgent consignments of containers, steel, general 
goods and the vital bulk grain movements represent 
the real money earner. It is the real backbone of the rail 
system. 

The sight and sound of an interstate freight train 
speeding across the countryside at high speeds with 
thousands of tonnes of freight firmly in hand has a cer- 
tain aura and fascination about it. 

Now that through locomotive running has 
developed between Melbourne and Sydney there is a 
new interest in railways taking shape. The interesting 
combination of different states’ locomotive power 
helps to make train watching a most rewarding and 
entertaining experience. 

The fascination of railways has yet another side to it. 
Trains cannot operate without people It is the human 
element which adds the colour and the character to the 
railways. The railwaymen that I have met are largely an 
understanding and dedicated lot and take immense 
pride in their profession. Many of these people, like 
myself, have had a boyhood romance with the rail- 
ways. It is firmly implanted and is now a way of life to 
them. 

Another aspect of railways which I find fascinating is 
the signalling and safe working procedures. This 
interest has been further expanded by the advent of 
CTC signalling on the standard gauge line to Albury 
and similar treatment is soon to be given to the Ser- 
viceton line. I find the operation of these sophisticated 
systems remarkable and a true indication that the rail- 
way is coming of age. The introduction of systems like 
this is a healthy sign and one that promises to herald in 
a bright future for the railways. 

I don’t pretend to fully understand the intricacies of 
electronic signalling but I do know that it is pleasing to 
see the railways introducing modern technology. It will 
only help to further enhance its appearance and ability 
and will go a long way to winning additional passenger 
and freight business. Hopefully it will also mean more 
trains to watch and ride. 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 
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General News 


Expanded rail stabling sidings at Epping: The first 
stage of the $1000 million Jolimont project, in which 
much of the marshalling area will be eliminated, is 
expected to begin late this year. Closely related to the 
work is the proposal to set up regional marshalling 
yards at several suburban terminals, including Epping. 
The Transport Minister, Mr Crabb, said the project 
could take up to 20 years to complete. However, it is 
believed the proposed regional yards — particularly the 
one at Epping, where there is likely to be a 24-hour 
maintenance staff — could be built well before that 
time. 

In the Epping system, there are likely to be sidings 
for nine seven-carriage trains — three under mainte- 
nance, and three on standby for peak hour use. If the 
regional proposal goes ahead, the Epping yard will pro- 
bably be equipped with shower-and-jet carriage-wash- 
ing systems and facilities for maintenance workers. 
Other stations cited as possible venues for regional 
stabling yards have included Dandenong, Frankston 
and Broadmeadows. One of the advantages of the 
system is reported to be that inner Melbourne rail 
traffic congestion, and signalling complications, would 
be lessened. (Whittlesea Post) 


Updated railway foundry: The railway foundry at 
Newport Workshops has long been a problem to the 
STA. Its equipment and furnaces are out of date and 
inefficient. The working conditions are almost intolera- 
ble and contribute to a very high absenteeism rate. But 
the State Government is coming to the rescue of the 
foundry which for so long has missed out on the new 
technology era. 

The Transport Minister, Mr Crabb, has announced a 
$1.9 million upgrading of the old foundry. New electric 
furnaces are to be installed to replace the old wood- 
fired furnaces which still use coke and limestone to 
melt the pig iron before it is poured into moulds. The 
new furnaces will meet EPA requirements and con- 
tribute to cleaner air over Melbourne. The replacement 
of the furnaces and moulding machines and a more 
efficient production line system is due to be completed 
by the end of next year. 


The foundry turns out 17 tonnes of iron brake 
blocks, for use on freight wagons and locomotives, 
every day. With the new machinery, production is 
expected to increase to 25 tonnes a day. The present 
work force of 76 will be cut back to about 40 but those 
who lose their jobs will be relocated within the 
workshops at Newport. The first stage of the program 
will be the installation of the electric induction fur- 
naces. The heavy handling of coal will be eliminated. 

Stage two will replace 10 hand-operated machines 
with an automatic system and the third stage will 
involve the general upgrading of the foundry. Another 
big advantage of the program will be the elimination of 
the handling of heavy moulding boxes. There will be 


Centre Pages: B84 displays the new “V/Line” colours 
as it rolls through Moonee Ponds on its way to 
Essendon. Sun.8.83. (Greg King) 
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less equipment to be carried around and a less likeli- 
hood of back injuries, one of the main causes for that 
high absenteeism rate. 

The new system will mean brake blocks cast in the 
morning will be knocked out later that day. Moulds are 
now left overnight to cool before they are knocked out 
with sledge hammers. (Herald) 


Express parcels train needed to Sydney: When it was 
announced that the Spirit of Progress and the Southern 
Aurorawere likely to be amalgamated (although Union 
bans have since prevented this at the present time) one 
company which was watching developments closely 
was TNT. That company already operated a block 
overnight train between its sidings at Dynon and 
Chullora but it has long been pressing for an express 
parcels train to operate between the two points. 
However the passenger trains operating on the line 
have prevented a suitable ‘‘path’? being available. 
Now, with the chance of losing one of the trains, the 
way is clear to open up discussions on the subject. TNT 
believes that this service is urgently needed and it 
would be a real boon to the railways. If implemented, 
TNT is confident that the service will force the 
majority of road trucks off the Hume Hwy and will lead 
to the demise of the long distance truckie routes which 
parallel the major rail routes. (Australian Trucking 
Action) 


Train of Knowledge reprieve: It was reported in last 
month’s Newsrail that the Train of Knowledge was to 
be removed at the end of the year. However subse- 
quent developments from the Minister of Transport 
and the Education Department has placed a ‘‘stay of 
execution”’ and it even appears that some upgrading 
work will be undertaken on the older cars. (MP) 


W/N changes to: The oldest surviving railway publica- 
tion, the Victorian Railways Weekly Notice has not 
escaped the rehash of State Transport Authorities. The 
Weekly Notice is published each Tuesday informing 
staff of changes effecting the administration and opera- 
tion of the railways. Whilst most notices appear only 
once some continue for years, the current marathon 
winner being the temporary speed restriction account 
bridge work (or lack of!) since 4.4.1977 between 
Avoca and Elmhurst. For the changeover from VR to 
STA the Weekly Notice No.1 for the week commenc- 
ing 5.7.83 somewhat coldly announced the event with 
a mortuary faced black and white front page featuring a 
simple black bordered headline State Transport 
Authority, Victoria. (POT) 


New loco industry in Victoria: It was recently 
announced that Victoria would get a new locomotive 
building industry. The subsidiary of Clyde, Martin and 
King which has small premises at Somerton is to be 
rebuilt into a major contractor for the Victorian 
locomotive industry. It was further announced that the 
new tender for 20 diesel locomotives would be given to 
the company and that its future would be assured as a 
major supplier of locos for the STA. The company is 
already rebuilding Harris suburban cars for use in 
Inter-Urban services and T class diesels for passenger 
train operation. It was also revealed that the company 
would be given the task of rebuilding the B class units 
in lieu of its parent company in Adelaide. This decision 
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is in line with the Government’s policy of encouraging 
Victorian industry and will no doubt mean that the 
STA can enjoy easier liaison and greater access and 
knowledge of construction schedules. (DW) 


Fare increase on the way: The Government recently 
made the comment that increased fares were ‘“‘just 
around the corner’’, probably late October or early 
November. Fares have not increased since October 
1981 and so it is reasonable to expect some adjustment 
to take place soon. However it is believed that 
increases could be as high as 20-25% which will not be 
welcome by public transport users. As well, the 
Government has hinted that a new fare structure will 
be applied which will mean the end of the highly popu- 
lar Travelcard as we know it. All in all the commuter’s 
plight may not be a happy one towards the end of the 
year. (MM) 


Supertrain tours: Once again the rail tour organisation 
‘‘Supertrain Promotions” has supplied details of recent 
tours. The extensive list provides interesting reading. 

Tues.10.5 saw many airline personnel travel from 
Spencer St (dep. 7.33 pm) for Seymour arriving at 
9.10 and departing at 10.45 returning to Essendon at 
11.59, Spencer St at 12.17 am with a consist of CV1, 
3 AWs, AE and CW. 

Fri.13.5, departed Spencer St after 25 minutes loading 
time at 7.06 pm with Dunn & Bradstreet Social Club 
with a pick up at Caulfield at 7.30 pm for Warragul 
arriving at 8.50 and departing at 10.35 with a T class 
loco, CV1, 3 AWs and CW. 

After departing Spencer St at 7.30 on Sat.28.5 
passengers were also picked up at Caulfield at 7.55 
pm and Dandenong at 8.23 pm we arrived in War- 
ragul at 9.25 pm with a group from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics and a Rowville group. Departing 
Warragul at 10.50 we arrived at Dandenong at 11.46, 
Caulfield at 12.08 to find a ‘‘hot box”’ in CV1 which 
had to be left at the works platform at Caulfield so 
after some 45 minute delay we left Caulfield and 
arrived at Spencer St minus a dance van. 

Sat.4.6 was the Cross Country Jeep Club’s night from 
Spencer St at 7.25 pm for Warragul from 9.25 to 
10.45 pm returning to Dandenong at 11.43, Spencer 
St at 12.28 am using CW as a dance van, 3 AWs and 
CV7 with a T loco. 

A first for us was a trip to Moe on Fri.17.6 for Berwick 
Football Club. After loading for 20 minutes at 
Caulfield we departed at 7.15 pm and picked up at 
Berwick at 7.46, departing at 8.00 we arrived in Moe 
at 9.20 pm and departed at 10.45 pm returning to 
Berwick at 11.59 and Caulfield at 12.31 am, with 
again a T class loco and CV1, 2 AW, AE and CE. 

On Sat.18.6, after loading at Spencer St we departed at 
7.25 to pick up passengers at Essendon at 7.35 pm 
for Seymour arriving at 9.05 and departing at 10.40 
to set down passengers at Essendon at 11.55 but 
unfortunately due to various problems at Essendon 
we were delayed 55 minutes to arrive at Spencer St at 
1.10 am. The consist was CV1, AW, AW, AE, CE 
with a T class loco. 

The Australian Postel Institute City West Branch were 
our passengers on Fri.24.6 with a consist of CE37, 
AE, AW, AW, CV7, CE29 with a T class loco. The 
train departed Spencer St at 7.20 pm, picked up at 
Caulfield at 7.42 pm and arrived at Warragul at 9.15, 
departing at 10.50 pm and returning to Caulfield at 
12.07 and Spencer St at 12.32 am. 
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Our trip on Fri.1.7 got off to a slow start when, after 
loading at Spencer St to pick up passengers at Essen- 
don at 7.17, on arriving at Essendon it was found 
that T322 had faulty brakes and a replacement 
(T404) was sent out. After eventually departing 
Essendon at 8.30 we arrived in Seymour at 9.50 and 
departed at 10.40 arriving back at Essendon at 12.10 
with Coburg Football Club and Spencer St at 12.25 
to unload. The consist was CE29, CV1, AW32, 
BE44, BES29 and CV7. 

The consist remained the same for the following night, 
Sat.2.7, for British United Shoe Machinery again 
from Spencer St at 7.30 pm with passengers arriving 
at Seymour at 9.05 pm departing 10.35 pm and 
returning to Spencer St at 12.10 am. 

With a break from our usual consist Fri.8.7 was a good 
chance to try out a different car for dancing; this was 
Avoca. It was made up as Yarra, Avoca, Norman and 
CE29 with a T class loco for the Claude Neon Social 
Club. After loading at Spencer St and departing at 
6.15 pm passengers boarded at Essendon from 6.30 
to 7.20 pm and we arrived at Seymour at 8.40 with 
return to Essendon at 11.30 and Spencer St at 12.00. 

On Sat.9.7 a train was run for Bulleen and 
Templestowe Junior Football Club from Heidelberg 
to Sunbury. This time the consist was T399, CV7, 
CW10, BESS59, BE44, AW32, CVI, departing 
Heidelberg at 7.30 pm returning to Heidelberg at 
11.35 pm. 

Knoxfield Junior Football Club were our passengers 
on Fri.15.7 for a pick up at Oakleigh at 8.00 after 
loading at Caulfield from 7.26 to 7.50 and arriving in 
Warragul at 9.15 to depart at 11.00 returning to Qak- 
leigh at 12.15 am and Caulfield at 12.26 am with a 
consist of T loco, CV1, AW, BES, BEs, CW, CE. 

Sat.16.7 we departed Caulfield after 40 minutes loading 
from 7.40 with East Camberwell Football Club for 
Warragul arriving at 9.03 and departing 10.30 to 
return to Caulfield at 11.45. The consist again was T 
loco, CV1, AW, BES, BES, CW, CE. 

On Thurs.21.7, after loading time of 25 minutes we 
departed Spencer St with the Lanseair Club with a 
Dandenong pick up 7.45 pm and arrival in Warragul 
at 9.45 to depart at 10.35 returning to Dandenong at 
11.30 and Spencer St at 12.03 am. The consist again 
included Avoca which proved quite a successful 
ct car alternative, (Avoca, AW, AE, AE, CW, 

With the restriction for Avoca on the Heidelberg line 
we were back to CV1, AW, AE, AE, CW, CE on 
Sat.23.7 from Heidelberg to Bacchus Marsh. The 
train arrived in Heidelberg at 6.40 and departed at 
7.30 with Diamond Valley Squash Club, arriving in 
Bacchus Marsh at 8.55 and departing at 10.20 pm 
returning to Heidelberg at 11.40 pm. (JP) 
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A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


— 
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T331 heads train number 222 ex Nowingi for North Geelong near Lethbridge on Fri.5.8.83. This train conveys 


gypsum to the Geelong area. (Greg King) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Bacchus Marsh coal train: A Bacchus Marsh goods 
train has been running recently, conveying wagons for 
the coal siding there. On Thurs.26.5 this train was seen 
on the Down journey at Sunshine at 09 52. Consist was 
T381, 26 wagons and ZL van. On Thurs.7.7 the Up 
train was seen at Parwan arriving at 13 17 into No.2 
road to cross the 12 30 Down Ballarat pass. The consist 
was 1343, 29 Gs and ZF van (GMcL) 


Sightings at Sunshine: On Mon.18.7, a reader com- 

piled the following sightings at Sunshine: 

B64, T1345, T380 with N set on 07 50 Down Bendigo. 

T326, T365 on Up Kyneton pass. at 08 29. 

42209, X53 with Up Southern Aurora at 08 38. 

C508, C509 with 38 wagons on a Up Jet at 09 14. 

X50, S304 with Up Overland at 09 08. 

$302, B74, Up light locos at 09 23. 

T332, with 7 WOAX wagons on Down goods at 09 38. 

T366, ZL van, 13 VHWA, ZL van on Down ballast at 
09 48 


T359, j AOOX wagons and CP van on Up goods at 
09 48. 

Y104, 8, NUMF wagons on Down s.g. goods at 09 32. 
(GMcL) 
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CTC still held up: The introduction of CTC signalling 
between Dimboola and Murtoa is being held up by 
industrial disputes with rail unions. The system has 
been ready to come on line since March but continuing 
industrial problems has meant that its introduction has 
been delayed indefinitely. 


Ballarat pass.: On Wed.27.7, the 08 55 Down Ballarat 
pass. was hauled by C505 with a N car consist. On 
Thurs.21.7 a Vinelander sleeping car was the leading 
vehicle of the 12 30 down Ballarat pass. (BMcL) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


To Shepparton and back: On Wed.27.7, T327 was the 
loco on the 0855 N car set to Shepparton. At the 
destination, oil train composed of T362, safety wagon, 
10 VITQY wagons, safety wagon and ZF van was 
stabled in No.2 road. Loco Y166 was in No.3 road and 
Y167 was the local pilot. The oil train left when the 
pass. arrived. At 12.11 pm, T321 arrived on an Up 
ballast train of VHWA wagons. On return the Up 
Shepparton pass. passed the oil train hauled by T362 at 
Seymour. The passenger train passed the Down 
Wodonga goods at Kilmore East with S315 and T360 
trailed by 34 wagons. (GMcL) 
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Albury pass.: The Sunday Down Albury on 24.7 was 
hauled by B63, X33 and X34 and passed Essendon at 
09 57. (GMcL) 


Above: Rebuilt Harris set 603M, 1503T, 1504T and 604M on 
a test run at Hurstbridge on Fri.27.5.83. (R Redman) 


Below: X33 arrives at Shepparton at 1115 at the head of 
the 0855 Down service ex Spencer St on 30.7.83. 
(Bryce Leydon) 


Bright observations: The following has been reported 
on freight trains running to Myrtleford: 

Fri.15.7: T375, 15 bogie vehicles. 

Wed.20.7: T359, 15 bogie vehicles. 

Thurs.21.7: T353, 17 bogie vehicles. 

Fri.22.7: T377, 11 bogie vehicles. 

Mon.25.7: T389, 11 bogie vehicles. 

Tues.26.7: T349, 10 bogie vehicles. 

Fri.29.7; Y149 with VOWA wagon and 3 GYs. (IM) 


In the ao the palm trees and X class locos. 36 and 32 are 


at the head of the Vinelander while 38 works the pilot. 
Mildura, 21].4.81. (Jim Gordon) 


New Bandiana terminal opening soon: Railway 
facilities alt the Bandiana saleyards should be operating 
soon (possibly 21.8). The facilities will link the yards 
with nearly the whole of rural Australia without requir- 
ing transhipments. The Wodonga City Council and the 
Victorian |railway system are now nearing completion 
of work that will bring the rail link into service. The 
opening of rail facilities at Bandiana will form an 
important|link in moving stock from NSW to Victoria 
and vice-versa, as well as the loading uf district stock, 
and stock|from the saleyards, for shipment to Sydney 
and Melb. The new facility will make it simple to 
move stock in and out of drought areas in NSW, Vic- 
toria and fe ihe trans At present, Wodonga is the only 


place where the transhipment of stock can take place 
between standard and broad gauge lines. The Bandiana 
railway linle will also be used in conjunction with a con- 
tainer terminal to be built on land opposite the 
saleyards. | (FS) 

Springhurst observations: Broad gauge, July 1983. 
8.7: $308,| Down Albury pass. 

10.7: X32! Down Albury pass. 

10.7: X32} Up Albury pass. 

: B81) Up Albury pass. 

: T370, Shunting Ford train (Broadmeadows). 

: $305, Up goods. 


16.7: Y170, Down work train. 
16.7: S301, Up pass. 

16.7: S312, Down pass. 

17.7: X40] Down pass. 


18.7: Y170, Down Wahgunyah goods. 

18.7: S308, Down goods. 

18.7: T339, Up goods. 

22.7: S301], Up goods. 

24.7: X33] Up pass. 

24.7: X34] Up pass. (PRI) 
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EASTERN LINES & BRANCHES 

Yarram line sightings: At Korumburra on Mon.20.6 
was T1404 and ZF van for use on the Up sand train ex 
Lang Lang. On Mon.27.6 loco T384 was seen stabled 
in the yard. The regular oil train to Barry Beach was 
seen at Buffalo on Mon.27.6 hauled by T402. On 
Tues.5.7 a special train of 10 VOCX wagons was seen 
coming from Barry Beach with T348 and T327. (AH) 


More boom barriers: The STA has given the City of 
Berwick dates for the installation of boom barriers at 
the remaining unprotected level-crossings within the 
municipality. It says that under its priority programme, 
barriers will be constructed at the following crossings: 
Progress Street, Doveton by July, 1984 

Hallam South Road by July, 1984 

Narre Warren - Cranbourne Road by August, 1984 
Berwick - Cranbourne Road by September, 1984. 


TRARALGON LINE 

Try the new trains... free: Latrobe Valley people are 
to get a free trial run on the new tangerine-coloured 
trains on Sun.7.8.83. Free trips have been organised to 
run between Moe and Morwell and Morwell and Tra- 
ralgon. Sunday’s passengers will receive souvenir 
tickets and during each run there will be a draw for a 
free family return trip to Melbourne ... ideal for the 
September school holidays. The faster, more modern, 
airconditioned carriages will begin their regular runs 
between Melbourne and Traralgon on Mon.22.8. On 
Sun.7.8.83, the free trips between Moe and Morwell 
will leave Moe at 11.10, 11.55 and 12.30 and will leave 
Morwell at 11.25, 12.10 and 12.50. Following this, free 
trips will run between Morwell and Traralgon, leaving 
Morwell at 1.55 pm, 2.30 and 3.10, and leaving Tra- 
ees 2.10, 2.50 and 3.25. (Latrobe Valley Express, 


L1150 hauled two N sets: At Traralgon Loco were 
L1159, L1158, L1168, L1169, L1171, B63, Y148, 
Y122, Y173, T412, RT31, RT44, RT22. RT49 was in 
Morwell yard. (KD) 


NEWSRAIL 


B62 catches fire: Fire extensively damaged B62 
shortly after it left Colac on Mon.27.6. The locomo- 
tive, pulling three passenger carriages en route to War- 
rnambool, came to a standstill near Stoneyford with 
flames and smoke pouring from its engine. Fire units 
from Stoneyford, Pomborneit and Colac attended, tak- 
ing more than an hour to extinguish the fire, believed 
to have started from an electrical fault. 


The carriages, with 57 passengers, were discon- 


- nected soon after smoke was seen coming from the 


engine and buses were called to transport the 
passengers for the remainder of their journey. The fire 
caused about $50,000 damage to the engine which will 
now join the queue of other locomotives currently 
being rebuilt. The Warrnambool line was blocked until 
21 00 when the engine was towed to a siding at Pirron 
Yallock. 


Overland delayed: 8141 Down Overland departed 
Spencer St station at 2156 just over one hour late 
when power van 3PCO was declared a failure a few 
minutes before the normal departure time. 4PCO rep- 
laced the failed power van with train engines X45 and 
$311 doing the shunting. Ballarat was reached at 23 57 


Delays, Derailments, etc. 


and Ararat at 01 03, 58 min. late. 8141 crossed the Up 
Overland (8120) at Salisbury Loop. (GC) 


Southern Aurora delayed in NSW: On Fri.17.6, 20 00 
Down Southern Aurora was bought to halt between 
Glenfield and Campbelltown with a hot axle box 
underneath dining car RMS2360. After a delay of 25 
minutes the train proceeded to Campbelltown at 
reduced speed where RMS2360 was detached. A Rail- 
ways of Australia dining car DF930 was attached to the 
train after all the supplies were off loaded from the 
RMS car to the replacement car. This further delaying 
the train another 203 minutes. The Victorian catering 
crew travelled to Junee to pick the train up instead of 
the usual Albury stop. Arrival at Junee was at 06 40 
and Melbourne arrival at 12 45. (GC) 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 


DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


After a fire at Hurstbridge on the night of Sat.9.4.83, brand new Comeng car 315M and Tait motor 472M were left 


burnt out wrecks. (R Redman) 
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Works 


Clifton Hill - Hurstbridge line works: At the end of 
July re-ballasting of the Up and Down lines between 
Heidelberg and the APM siding (Fairfield) is virtually 
complete. Only those portions of line at stations and 
road overbridges remain to be done. The Plasser and 
track alignment equppment is now stabled during the 
day on the loop siding behind Fairfield station. It 
moved from its Heidelberg base sometime around the 
beginning of July. The sleeper replacement between 
Fairfield and Clifton Hill has also been completed. 
There has not been any work on the ballast as yet. 
There has been no further work on the cuttings and 
embankments beside the single line section between 
Heidelberg and Rosanna and with the recent rain the 
embankments are showing signs of subsidence. 

While on the subject of no-progress on projects, 
over one year ago the wooden platform at Collingwood 
was completely replaced with prefabricated steel sec- 
tions as was done at the stations either side (North 
Richmond and Victoria Park). However at Colling- 
wood, unlike the other two, nothing further has hap- 
pened. The platform still has only a partial cover of 
bitumen and temporary fencing. The dilapidated sta- 
tion buildings are still in use with walkways provided to 
each door to span the gap to the new platform. Access 
to both platforms is now reduced to only steps as the 
ramps on both sides have been closed off due to the 
poor state they are in. [A dispute between the STA and 
the Collingwood Council over station design is holding 
up work — Editor.] 

Recent works at Westgarth station highlight the 
effect of a change in policy. The old advertising hoard- 
ings were taken down and replaced with a new 1 metre 
high fence. For the convenience of those who can’t 
jump such a fence, an opening was provided at each 
end of the platform. The old wooden platform barriers 
were superfluous so they were removed and replaced 


with a litter bin for any used tickets. Now with the new 
policy of ‘travellers pay’ such ‘barrier’ arrangements 
have to go which they have. The platform now has an 
even newer 1.8 metre high mesh fence and barrier 
gates so that now you have to go out past the station 
staff. (PJS) 


Westall siding: The electrified siding which runs from 
Westall yard, behind the Down platform to buffers 
several hundred metres on the Up side of Westall sta- 
tion was being shortened on 26.7 and 27.7. Two timber 
baulks had been bolted across the track near the Up 
end of the platform and rails and sleepers were being 
lifted beyond. The section being removed included a 
short electrified spur running across Rayhur Rd into 
the Nissan motor plant. This spur had not been used 
for many years and had been paved over for a car park | 
just inside the front fence. 


Ringwood - Croydon duplication: The new Up track 
between Ringwood and Ringwood East was brought 
into use for temporary two-way operation on Wed.4.5 
enabling the original single line to be closed for upgrad- 
ing. Work began immediately renewing overhead wir- 
ing and replacement of badly rotted wooden power 
poles with galvanised steel staunchions. The original 
track has been cut just beyond Ringwood East station 
and slewed to join the new line which will be eventually 
used for Up running. Work is progressing on building a 
new Down track from Ringwood East to Croydon 
alongside the existing line. (Future researchers please 
note: in Newsrail, April ’83, p.88 reference was made 
to Newsrail, March 83, p.50 that a second track had 
been opened between Ringwood and Croydon, 
whereas in fact the March news item correctly com- 
mented on the opening of the Ringwood - Bayswater 
duplication). (POT) 


With reference to the June 1983 edition, p. 153, ‘Works’ section, subtitled ‘Hurstbridge line works” between 
Heidelberg and Rosanna. Below we see the work done widening the cutting at the Up end of the Darebin St 
tunnel. All sleepers shown were used to upgrade the existing track, together with new rail plates and pandrol 
clips. The pipes in the background were laid in the trench alongside the track for better drainage. Opposite, 
around midday on 17.1.83, before the tunnel was widened, a Tait set is about to enter the tunnel bound for 
Princes Bridge. (A J French) 
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Rollingstock 


Number plates to highest bidder: The acquisition of 
number plates from withdrawn locomotives has long 
been the dream of many railway enthusiasts. Some of 
us have applied to the Department to buy plates when 
they become available at scrap rates, a relatively cheap 
purchase. I applied for D*666’s plates back in 1960 but 
the engine went to Bayswater Park (for ‘preservation’ 
purposes) where thieves removed everything of 
interest or value. Souvenir hunters more correctly 
labelled common thieves also pinched plates from 
stored and operating engines. With the solid brass 
plates of veteran B class diesel electrics becoming 
surplus on their rebuilding to A class the STA is con- 
sidering snapping these gems off the engines 
immediately they are withdrawn and before thieves get 
a chance to filch. It is expected the plates will then be 
sold by tender in a similar style to British Rail which 
moved to profit from the railwayana market several 
years ago. (POT) 


VR logo disappears: Many freight wagons are now 
entering service newly painted but without the large 
VR logo on the sides. Wagons noted have been, 
VLEX, VLCX, VBBY, VHGY. An AZ car is also run- 
ning in tangerine but without the usual silver lining. 
(GMcL) 


New STA colours: On Sat.6.8, I observed in Spencer 
St passenger yard, Y146 and Y175 in new livery, as 
follows: cab sides and outer end, orange; hood nose, 
orange; platform edges, buffer beams and steps, 
orange, all else, including cab inner end and roof, 
medium grey. (WAG) 


Dining cars, Murray and Avoca: Murray dining car 
had the take-away food bar removed and 12 tables and 
48 chairs replaced when it reverted back to its dining 
car form, instead of its mini-buffet configuration. It 
was used on the Train of Knowledge for the East Lod- 
don Primary School tour on 30.5.83 owing to Avoca 
being in the workshops. Murray was used during June 
and July for Train of Knowledge tours. 

After Avoca came out of the workshops at the begin- 
ning of July it saw some use as a dance car owing to 
dance car BCPL11 having a cracked frame. This seems 
like the ultimate fate of the Avoca and Murray dining 
cars as the main use of these cars over the last three 
years has been on the Train of Knowledge especially 
with the cancellation of race trains and dinner dance 
trains by the STA owing to shortage of airconditioned 
rollingstock. Both these cars have a ban on their use on 
mini-buffet services owing to staff having to vault over 
a 95 cm counter to get any hot food out of the kitchen, 
then vault back over to serve the customer. This will 
further restrict these two cars as Avocais in use on the 
Train of Knowledge and Murray on standby if Avoca 
requires repair at anytime. 

With the STA wanting to abolish the Train of 
Knowledge in 1984 what will happen to Avoca and 
Murray? 

Staff on the Train of Knowledge prefer the Avoca to 
the Murray as it has more kitchen space and better rid- 
ing qualities owing to its 75 tonnes weight as against 
Murray’s 60 tonnes. (GC) 


Locos at Clyde, Rosewater, SA: So far, 5 B class locos 
have been received at Clyde’s Rosewater, SA plant for 
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rebuilding: 73, 71, 77, 60 and 85. As at 1.7.83, 73, 71 
and 77 have all been completely stripped to the frame, 
with no glass, wiring or mechanical parts remaining. 60 
and 85 are still in the process of being stripped. The 
first three have all been painted completely inside and 
out with red oxide metal primer, in preparation for ulti- 
mate new paint work and the installation of new and 
upgraded equipment. The first 5 of an order of 10 BL 
class locos for AN are also in the erecting shop, the 
first in an advanced state of construction. It is esti- 
mated that some four to six months (i.e. November to 
December) will elapse before any of the Bs appear out 
of the workshop in their rebuilt form. (POT) 


Orange-aid: As predicted, the all-over tangerine image 
for locomotives and carriages has suffered from ‘‘fall- 
out’ including blemishes from diesel exhausts, copper 
dust from overhead wiring when hauled by electric 
locos and the occasional bird (feathered variety). Our 
Irish broad gauge counterparts reduced the same 
problem by painting roofs black to disguise the dirt. In 
Victoria partial use of grey is expected to improve the 
situation with pleasing effects when an X class is 
relieved of its original blue and gold shortly and 
appears with a striking new STA logo. (POT) 


No go for green: Under the newly established 
Metropolitan Transit Authority’s proposed in-house 
colour scheme all trams, suburban trains and buses 
(and crews’ uniforms) were to be progressively 
become green and gold (both much more vivid than 
the old MM&TB colours). Tait trains which are due for 
withdrawal by the end of 1985 are exempted. Although 
the first stainless steel Comeng set embellished with 
green livery made its official debut at Museum Station 
on 10.7, the green Harris train was destined never to 
meet the public eye. After a Harris set was painted 
green with gold lining at Newport Workshops it wasn’t 
allowed out until repainted back to the old blue and 
gold, blue train image. The idea was knocked on the 
head by costs and revulsion by some head office 
officials. A change of colour done properly involves 
cleaning off all the old paint back to bare metal and 
starting again with painting. In the case of Harris stock 
which have had repainting deferred in recent years this 
labour intensive work is made all the more costly due 
to rust deterioration in many carriages. Thus, there will 
now be a crash program to spruce up a number of sets 
of Harris trains in the old blue and gold which can be 
applied as a temporary measure pending their 
scheduled withdrawal from service beginning 1986. 
Similar crash programs became necessary in the past 
for swing-door and Tait trains. (POT) 


QRs doomed: The VOWA (formerly QR) general pur- 
pose steel framed, wooden body bogie wagons built 
around the turn of the century are amongst the oldest 
still in regular service. With the decline in revenue 
traffic in recent years the QRs have mainly been 
utilised for conveying railway sleepers and other 
Departmental loading. With the progressive introduc- 
tion of containerisation of sleeper traffic the QRs days 
are shortening. At the same time many older 4- 
wheeled vehicle underframes will now be given a new 
lease of life. Stored U class louvre vans are having their 
bodies scrapped and the underframes converted to 
carry sleeper containers. (POT) 


NEWSRAIL 


| Loco $317: At the beginning of June, S317 was in the 
Boilershop, Newport Workshops, stripped down to the 
‘bare bones’ for rebuilding. The nose has already been 
rebuilt. The complex curves around the front windows 
and upper part of the nose have been recreated using 
genuine GM-EMD body pressings (obtained with the 
original B class order — far sighted thinking!). The 
relatively simple headlight housing and lower part of 
_ the nose have been made from sheet steel. The cab 
interior and controls will be reconstructed to the 
original S class plan. (There is still one set of nose 
pressings left, in the old refreshment store building, 
not far from the present Steamrail depot.) 


ACZ cars: Asa result of myopic VR ‘planning’ the AZ 
cars are to be rebuilt yet again. The gents’ toilet and 

washroom will be abolished and a guard’s compart- 
/ ment, complete with luxury seat and periscope as per 

N car, will be built in their place. Marker and side lights 
| will be fitted at the guard’s end, and Mesdames will 
share their perit cubicle with Messieurs. The cars will be 
reclassed ACZ and retain their original numbers. This 
rebuild plan comes barely a year after the Z car refur- 
bishing program started — 2AZ, SAZ and 7AZ have 
been refurbished as per the original plan. (Who knows 
— when the BS cars are refurbished, they might be 
rebuilt into BCS cars!) 


New A & P class locomotive classifications: Over a 
life span of 129 years Victoria’s railways have been 
noted for a number of locomotive classifications. In 
1886 an alphabetical classification was introduced 
partly continuing the original numerical system which 
featured odd numbers for goods engines and even 
numbers for passenger engines. Passenger engines 


_ were allocated letters A to N (except I which was never 
used because of possible confusion with number 1) 


and goods engines O onwards. Following the adoption 
of NA for narrow gauge engines in 1898 a double letter 


classification (AA, Dd, etc.) was introduced for broad 


gauge motive-power. By 1916 with some engines used 
for both passenger and goods duties (Dd and A2 


classes) odds and evens were phased out and engines 
_ given new classifications regardless of the section of 
_ the alphabetic (e.g. S and R passenger, and C, K and N 


goods engines). The sole H class, No.220, Heavy Harry 
was built for passenger service but lived a life at the 
head of goods trains. In the early days and up to 1943 
modifications such as larger boilers and cylinders for a 
type of engine were accommodated with such 


incestuous connotations as old A and new A and AA 
(all 4-4-0s); old R, new R and RY (all 0-6-0s); Al and 
A2; D1, D2, D3 (4-6-0s) and DDE (D4) 4-6-2Ts. 
With the advent of diesel electric locomotives in 
1951 and subsequent modifications, especially the T 
class these may well have become Tl, T2, T3 etc 
classes under the old scheme instead of a variety of 
visual and motive-powers hidden distinterestedly 
under the original classification. With the rebuilding of 
the entire 26 B class and 13 T class currently underway 
the question of locomotive classification has again 
arisen. The answers are: the B class will become the A 
class, but retain their original numerical identities, 60 
to 85. The A classification is perhaps appropriate con- 
sidering that this letter — A (old and new) AA, Al 
and A2 — featured as the principal passenger engine 
identification throughout almost the entire age of 
steam on the VR. Rebuilding of the B class at Clyde’s 
Rosewater plant in South Australia will provide vir- 
tually new locomotives with 50% greater capacity. 


The 13 early series T class being rebuilt by Clyde at 
Somerton Victoria will be known as the P class, num- 
bers 11 to 23. The rebuilds are barely recognisable 
from their original appearance. Those to be rebuilt will 
be selected from the group 329 to 346. Locos 329-and 
336 are already undergoing their transmutation. In a 
nutshell, the rebuild consists of a new 645 engine, new 
cooling system, new short low nose, new high cab, 
modern controls and cab layout, cab airconditioning 
and a 3-phase diesel alternator set to head-end power 
the rebuilt ex-Harris trailers which the locomotives will 
haul. The rest of the locomotive will be reconditioned. 
The ex-Harris trailers will be fitted with Scharfenberg 
drawbars ($10,000 each) from the cancelled Harris re- 
furbishing contract.The sets will haul commuter trains 
to Seymour, Kyneton and Bacchus Marsh as well as 
resumed services to Leongatha and Stony Point. These 
three car sets will comprise 39 modified Harris car- 
riages being rebuilt by Martin & King at Somerton. 


Victoria’s only former P class were five 0-6-0s num- 
bered (odd numbers only) 1 to 9 in 1860 for goods 
duties and still remembered by veteran retired railway- 
men as ‘‘good goers’’ when things were tough. With 
close sounding similarity between the Ts and the Ps 
confusion could arise (and the wrong type of engine 
turn up) unless clarity of pronounciation is used — a 
case of minding your P’s and crossing your T’s! (POT) 


Allis quiet at Junee in the early hours of Sun,28.11,82 as X51 
heads the north bound Spirit of Progress. (Roderick Smith) 
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S( RAPPED In our June 1983 edition we reported the scrapping of 23AV, 
15BC and 35AV. Above we see 23AV on the Vintage Train at 


Crib Point on Sun.5.11.67. Below we see 15BC on the same 
train while the bottom picture is of 35AV at Crib Point also on 
( ARS the same train. (All photos Roderick Smith) 
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Kerang station goes auto: Kerang station which under 
the Bland Report was slated to be abandoned under the 
then plan to abolish passenger train services beyond 
Bendigo on the Swan Hill line is now amongst 27 sta- 
tions scheduled to be upgraded at costs between 
$50,000 and $60,000 each. The traditional hand 
powered VR barrier gate is to be replaced by an 
automatic electrically operated door to the foyer thus 
regulating the hot and cold seasonal winds that irritate 
departing and arriving passengers. It is hoped that this 
modernisation will not clash with the period architec- 
ture of the station due to celebrate its centenary in 
October 1984. Whilst staff in metropolitan areas are 


| seeking improved security, country Kerang’s protec- 


tive steel grill at the booking office is to be removed 
and replaced by a glass window after effectively deter- 
ring gangsters for the last 99 years. The cheery roaring 
open fires in the waiting room which faded into obli- 
vion 20 years ago are to be superseded by aircondition- 
ing. (POT) 


FROM HANSARD 


| Geelong line: 16.6.83. Question No.2294 (Mr Dickin- 
/ son, Barow South) the Minister of Transport Mr S 


Crabb gave the following answers: 

1. The number of commuters travelling between the 
two cities on a typical weekday by regular services 
(9.3.83) was as hereunder with averages being 125 
(Down) and 114 (Up) — 


Melbourne to Geelong 


Geelong to Melbourne 


Total Total 
Time of Number of Time of Number of 
Train Passengers Train Passengers 
5.48 am 14 5.15am 85 
6.54 193 5.45 204 
8.00 41 6.15 279 
9.00 45 6.45 193 
10.00 51 6.501 398 
11.00 103 7.10 360 
12.00 noon 62 7.25 135 
1.00 pm $7 7.40 133 
2.00 105 8.25 46 
2.45 93 9.25 100 
3.25 150 10.30 81 
4.00 211 11.30 58 
4.45 417 12.30 pm 58 
5.00 270 1.30 37 
5.13 226 2.30 42 
5.40 323 3.40 126 
6.10 137 4.10 43 
7.10 65 5.00 50 
8.10 57 5.40 31 
9.30 49 6.30 15 
10.30 38 7.30 13 
11.25 12 9.00 23 
Totals: 2719 2510 


2. Airconditioned carriages have been operating on 
Geelong services since October 1981 and are being 
progressively increased. 

3. The cleaning of roofs on orange carriages will com- 
mence when the new washing plant is completed at 
Spencer St. No machinery exists at present for 
washing country carriage roofs. 
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Daylight Overland: Question No.2331 (Mr McGrath, 

Lowan). 

1. as time train operated between 20.12.82 and 

2. 5014 passengers Melbourne - Adelaide and 5101 
Adelaide - Melbourne. 

3. Numbers of passengers who boarded the trains at 
wayside stations in Victoria and journeyed between 
the capital cities were: 


To Adelaide To Melbourne 

North Shore (Geelong) . 72 Nil* 
Ballarat .............0.. 190 36 
Ararat ...... 0. eee ee eee 61 Nil 
Stawell ............000. 65 4 
Murtoa ............... 31 Nil 
Horsham .............. 206 40 
Dimboola ............. 45 34 
Nhill. goecncccdae ecacses 51 140 
Kaniva ................ 2 8 
Serviceton ............. 2 8 
725 270 


*Did not travel via North Shore 


4. The future of daylight services is under review. 
(POT) 


On Sun.5.11.67, D3639 heads the Vintage Train. Where is it? 
What event was it and what is the number of the second 
loco? Answer next month. (Roderick Smith) 


GENERAL 


Hammersley ore trains: The Hamersley Iron Railroad 
in Western Australia is currently evaluating the opera- 
tion of what are believed to be the heaviest trains 
operating anywhere in the world. Since August 1982, 
HI has operated 210 car trains which gross 26,000 
tonnes and are about two kilometres long. 


New NSW coal line: A rail link to take coal from NSW 
south-coast mines to the Port Kembla coal-loader will 
be built at a total estimated cost of $155 million. The 
link will be in two parts — a new single-track line 
35 km long between Maldon and Dombarton costing 
$105 million and duplication of the 9.5 km of existing 
track down the escarpment between Dombarton and 
Unanderra, near Port Kembla, costing $50 million. 
Taking three to four years to build, the line will carry 
coal from Glenlee, Tahmoor and the proposed Bargo 
and West Bellambi collieries directly to the coal-loader. 
No date has been set for construction to begin as fund- 
ing for the work has not been finalised. (PJS) 


New Adelaide railcar depot: A new $10.25 million 
railcar servicing depot was officially opened in 
Adelaide for the State Transport Authority last month. 
It replaces outmoded facilities for servicing, mainte- 
nance and overhaul of the STA fleet of 164 diesel 
suburban railcars. The work capability includes all daily 
cleaning, fuelling and lubrication as well as bogie, 
engine and transmission changes, component replace- 
ment and body repairs. Routine daily servicing and 
cleaning of each car takes just 8 minutes. The depot 
operates on a modular component replacement system 
to ensure rapid return of vehicles into traffic. 


Perth - Fremantle pass. service recommences: The 
Perth - Fremantle passenger rail service is being 
reopened at an estimated first-year cost of $3 million. 
The service was abandoned in 1979 by the previous 
State Government. It became a popular cause among 
train enthusiasts who presented the biggest petition 
ever seen in the State, containing more than 10,000 
signatures. Transport Minister Julian Grill said initial 
rail upgrading and resleepering will cost $810,000. The 
first regular services started on 31.7. New rollingstock 
has been ordered. (PJS) 


RRR era ends: On Sun.8.5, the traditional role of stop- 
ping trains to enable passengers to alight to patronise 
railway refreshments rooms came to an end in Victoria 
at Bendigo. For some time the Swan Hill Sunday trains 
were the last not to have on train refreshment facilities 
resulting in an extended stop at Bendigo for passengers 
to obtain succour. All Inter-City trains between 
Melbourne and Swan Hill now have modern buffet 
catering facilities. The current menu includes lamb 
kebabs, ravioli, hamburgers, etc all heated in mocro- 
wave ovens. Gone are the popular pie’n’sauce which 
go yukky in microwave ovens. (POT) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Even though the Melbourne 
and Hobsons Bay Railway commenced on 12.9.1854, 
the Victorian Railways commenced on 17.1.1859. 


This month’s question: Where does a train travelling 
on a double line carry an electric staff? 


North-eastern line features on souvenir envelope: Main stations on the north-eastern line are depicted on a 
souvenir envelope to mark the centenary of the Albury/Wodonga rail connection. The Australia Post envelope 
features an early steam-hauled train, its wooden carriages a far cry from the airconditioned interstate trians that 
travel the line today. Other aspects of the interesting envelope are pictures of track-layers and an advertising 


poster for the the new and comparatively ‘“‘straight-through”’ 


service. Before the link, passengers had to travel 


by coach between Albury and Wodonga. The cover went on sale at Post Offices with Philatelic Sales Centres in 


June. 
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Thinking of overseas 
travel? 


For an agent who knows that... 

® The T.G.V. isn’t a car or a TV station 

® Mallard isn’t in a duck pond 

® Durango and Silverton isn’t a mining 
company and who can find Steamtown on 
a map. 


SPEAK TO THE EXPERTS AT 
CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 


We are the main agents for: 

@ Amtrak-USA Rail © Viarail Canada 

@ Voyages Jules Verne — Great Journeys of the 
World — Hong Kong - London by Rail, Raj 
Express (India and Sri Lanka), Cape to Cairo. 

and also book — V.S.O.E. London - Venice, 

Trans-Siberian, Palace on Wheels, Britrail, Eurail 

and Indrail passes. 


“For railfan travel organised by railfans’, 
Phone Phil (725 8555) or John (725 4655) 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 
AN 34 MAIN STREET, 
CROYDON, VIC. 3136 
&G Phone: (03) 725 8555 
WANTED KNOWN 
The address for donations to Geelong Steam Preservation 
which appeared in August's issue of Newsrail was incorrect: 


the postcode printed should have read 3216. We apologise 
for the mistake. 


BRANCH LINE -_ 
tt - Fey cee CD CRE Ec Bee 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


ee ere | 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. | 
I OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays | 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. | 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. l 


HOBBYCRAFT 


1 
. I 
for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
I 
I 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


SEPTEMBER 1983 


oo 


‘The Country Railway 
in Australia’ 


This new book explores the way railways 
made possible much of the development of 
Australia’s great hinterland. It looks at 
political rivalry between Colonies which 
affected railway development, the dramatic 
change the railway made to the lives of 
country people, and the impact of the car 
on country lines. 
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i 
A detailed text is accompanied by more 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
) 
| 
| 
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than 90 photos, many rare or previously 
unpublished. There is a map of Victoria in 
1890 showing existing and planned lines. 
This book captures the charm of the 
country railway as well as its importance 
over more than a century. 


170 x 235 mm. 
Stitched bound to ensure long life. 


$9.95 


Available from leading railway book 
stockists late September. 


Published by: CROMARTY PRESS 
P.O. Box W35 
Neutral Bay, N.S.W. 2089 
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THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


@ BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

@ BADGES @ RECORDS 

e SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


256 
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35 TODD STREET 

P.O. BOX 1013 

ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
TELEPHONE (089) 52 3128 


TABLEWARE 


Coasters 
Place Mats 


Forward orders taken now for designs — N.S.W.; XPT, 
3642, 3801 3214, 3820 — V.R.; R, K, Heavy Harry. 


Teaspoons — AN. Diesel 
Ghan Camel 


T-SHIRTS 


White or Cream. Colour prints of N.S.W. XPT, 48 class; 
V.R. C class; S.A.R. 520 class; ANR 830; C.R. NSU; 
Westrail K; Qld. 2400. 


Size— 1, 2,4 
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HATS 


One size, adjustable baseball type. 


Any of the above designs 
A.N. corporate logo 


RED HEART SOUVENIRS 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Subscriptions take for: N.S.W. Digest, Newsrail, 
Catchpoint, S.A. Recorder, Western Rails. 


TRAINS ON POSTAGE STAMPS 


Assorted range packs 
forward stamped self-addressed envelope. 


BOOKS 


Trains in Trouble, Vol. 1, 2,3 (each) 


Steam Town — Peterborough Railway 
Preservation Society 


Guide to the Railways of N.S.W., S.A. Sharp .. $7.45 
1979 N.S.W. Rail Transport Review, S.A. Sharp $3.95 
Observers Book of Steam Locomotives 

of Australia 


Packing and postage: $1.50 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


A.R.H.S. N.S..W. Pack of 8 


CASSETTES 

Train Sounds in Stereo, P.R.R. .............006 
Sentimental Sounds of Steam 

Broad Gauge Beat 

Steam in South Australia, C36 


_ Steam in South Australia, C38 


Steam Sounds from S.A. , 4 


RECORDS 

Hail Car Here, S.A. Trams 

Narrow Gauge, Vol 3, S.A.R. 2.0... 6. cece eee $3.00 
Museum Pieces, Thirmere 

K190 in South Australia 

Steam Salute, Queensland 

Night Shift Record, N.S.W. 


JEWELLERY 
Cuff Links: A.N. Logo 
Ghan Camel 


R class, VIR. 2.0.6... 
Brooch: ‘Coffee Pot’ Pichi Richi Railway 
Key Rings: A.N., leather backed 

Ghan, leather backed 

Pichi Richi Railway, plastic 


POSTERS 

7186, full colour, P.R. Railway 
W934, full colour, P.R. Railway 
‘Coffee Pot’, sepia tone, P.R. Railway 
Express, Nullarbor 

Kalgoorlie 


NEWSRAIL 


